Pane Management: Treatment Options for your Windows

When you walk into a room, what is the first thing that you see?

Well, if you are in Florida, the answer is windows, lots of them.

There is a large sliding glass door leading out onto the porch or sunroom
and several windows staring out at you from the walls....all begging for
attention and looking bleak when ignored.

Window Treatments add an air of sophistication and style to your rooms.
They can complement the flooring or set it’s own pace.

They can create a mood by dimming the light and giving privacy or allowing
natural light in to bathe the room in sunshine.

Originally, the purpose of window treatments was to block out the heat or
cold while walls and furniture set the tone for decor. Blinds offer light
control and privacy. Unlike shades or drapes however, by tilting the slats,
you can still have a view.

Did you know that window blinds have been used in many forms since The
Egyptians fashioned reeds to form blinds in biblical times? In Colonial
times, fabric had to be imported from England and was heavily taxed
whereas the wood blinds were made locally. As a result, the settlers used
wooden-slat blinds for their windows, as did Thomas Jefferson.

During the 1930s and 1940s, blinds were still being made from two-inch
wooden slats and during this period of time, they became known as Venetian
blinds.

Because blinds come in a variety of tones and materials, they are very
versatile and thus account for the widespread use nowadays.

But....They’re not your Grandmother’s Blinds

For those hard to reach windows or for those of you who want to stay seated
while admiring your windows, motorization of blinds allows you to open
and close the tilt with the push of a button on a remote control or wall switch
and are quite popular. One can even opt for a child-safe no-cord style where
you raise the blinds simply by pushing up from the bottom and lower them



by applying pressure to the last slat thereby watching your grandchildren
without worry.

There are many choices on the market now that address both ecology and the
Florida weather that blinds must endure.

Several well-respected companies like Hunter-Douglas and Graber offer
blinds in a Faux Wood blend as a smart alternative. The slats are available
In many wood tone stains and a variety of colors. These attractive slats
resist moisture and warping, making them ideal for high humidity locations
like kitchens or bathrooms. In addition, if moisture gets through the window
or sliding door, you don’t have to worry about fabric rot, the blinds will
endure the dampness.

According to Linda Salzberg of Palm Beach Interiors, her Faux Wood blinds
not only weathered storms but also saved her great room interior. When
Hurricane Katrina hit, the glass from her sliding glass door shattered. The
blinds held, preventing the strong gusts of wind from destroying her living
room. A few slats fell but she was able very easily to snap them back into
place and they sustained no damage.

The Faux Wood and composite blinds not only have realistic wood grain
finishes so that you get the look of real wood; they are more reasonably
priced. If budget is a worry, these blends are a good way to go.

Empire offers the same stains for the blinds to match their laminate or real
wood floors.

The metal and material slats are now treated with technology that actually
repels dust from settling. With a simple duster or moist cloth, one can
simply wipe away any remaining dust specks to the blinds to maintain a
clean finish.

Head rails now keep the slats snug against the lip also acting as an insulating
buffer.

According to Dotty Delman of Dotty Delman Designs in Boynton Beach,
clients who want the low maintenance of blinds but the feel of fabric go with
the silhouette blinds, which have material between slats.



An energy efficient compromise to the above are the new Cellular shades
which are a cross between fabric blinds and shades, being called the latter
because they are attached on a roller and are fabric. They come in three cell
sizes for your choice and many colors. The exclusive design creates air
pockets that insulate windows from heat to reduce energy consumption and
lower energy bills. They block out UV rays to prevent damage to furniture
and wall coverings reducing premature damaging and they also absorb
sounds, controlling noise in your environment. All of the components are
completely recyclable.

And Now to Cap Off Your Creation

For those of you who feel that the look is brash or incomplete, adding a
fabric valance softens and completes the picture.

Wooden keystones or cornices further add drama and depth.



